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Growth and hub years

The first five airlines of the Greater Pittsburgh Airport were TWA, Capital Airlines (later part of
United), Northwest, All American (later Allegheny Airlines, then USAir, and finally US Airways), and
Eastern Airlines. The April 1957 Airline Guide shows 58 weekday departures on Capital, 54 TWA, 18
Allegheny, 8 United, 7 Eastern, 4 Northwest, 3 American and 2 Lake Central. The first jets in service
at Pittsburgh were TWA 707s on a Los Angeles-Chicago-Pittsburgh loop in summer 1959.

The 1956 diagram shows runway 10/28 7500 ft, 5/23 5766 ft and 14/32 5965 ft. The longest runway
was still 7500 ft when jets started in 1959 but was soon extended to 8000 ft. The 10500-ft runway 10L
was added by 1965.

In 1959, the east dock was added to the terminal. On 1 July 1968, international airport status was
obtained with the dedication of the first customs office at the complex.[27] Ground was broken for the
International Wing, west of the original terminal building, in 1970. It opened in 1972 to accommodate
federal inspection services; international flights (Nordair 737s to Canada) began in 1971. The airport
expanded as load increased. In 1972, rotundas were added to the end of each dock to allow more
gates. In the later 1970s growth in regional air travel created a need for more gates. In 1980 the South
East Dock was opened. Even with these expansions, the terminal was too small.

From the 1960s to about 1985, Trans World Airlines operated a small hub at Pittsburgh, including
some routes to Europe.[28]

New terminal

On October 1, 1992, the new Midfield Terminal opened and all operations
transferred over from the old terminal. Pittsburgh International's Midfield
Terminal brought a new vision to the region for domestic and international
air travel. Designed to be the nation's best gateway to international
commerce, PIT is within a 90-minute flight of 70 percent of North
America's population. Capacity is one of PIT's most valuable assets. A
model to other airports around the world, the design of the terminal was
planned to simplify aircraft movement on the airfield and ease pedestrian
traffic to the gates.

Clock floor re-creation

Since opening, PIT's Midfield Terminal has been recognized on numerous occasions for its efficient and
creative ways to assist travelers. PIT has become a major economic generator for southwestern
Pennsylvania. And it continues to grow. In the last year, airlines have launched new service from PIT,
new routes have been added, and development surrounding the airfield is growing.



